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W hat does a camera intern really learn when they are  
 attached to an $8 million feature film?

“I understood for the first time the addictive 
nature of feature films and the intense relationships that 
are forged over several weeks of production together,” says 
Simone Mazengarb, who recently completed an internship on 
December Boys. Dave Connell, ACS,was the cinematographer 
and Rod Hardy directed the film. The position was sponsored 
by Kodak and the South Australian Film Corporation (SAFC) in 
collaboration with the South Australia branch of the Australian 
Cinematographers Society (ACS). Participants from workshops 
held by the Australian Film, Television and Radio School 
(AFTRS) and Kodak qualified for consideration for the job. 

Mazengarb was chosen following a submission and interview 
process.

“It’s important for up-and-coming filmmakers, especially those 
seeking careers in the camera department, to work closely with 
professionals on real sets and see if they have the abilities, 
intelligence and character to fit in,” says Ernie Clark, ACS, 
president of the organization’s South Australia branch. “It is 
also a good way to establish contacts and help them get their 
start in the industry.”

Mazengarb says she benefited from being able to work from 
pre-production planning through to the end of the shoot. It also 
gave her enough time to earn more responsibility and build 
trust with the other crewmembers.

“I assisted clapper loaders and focus pullers, learned to log 
and maintain camera sheets, time rehearsals and calculate 
film footage for magazine changes, identify every piece of 
equipment in the A and B camera tubs, clean cameras, thread 
and check film through the gate, build the 35 mm cameras, 

prepare rushes for the lab, change lenses, put down marks for 
actors, and most importantly, set etiquette,” she says.

When asked about what she learned from Connell, 
Mazengarb says, “He really encouraged me to trust my eyes 
and not get too caught up with lighting ratios. He suggested 
that I learn about colors and how they absorb light. He also 
recommended that I begin each shot by choosing what’s 
important in the frame, and let the rest fall in and out of 
shadows just as we see naturally.”

Her advice for other internship seekers: “You have to know 
what you want to get out of it and chase those goals every 
day. I’ve been offered work with crew members who were on 
the set of December Boys and my local network has certainly 
grown as a result. It’s fantastic that there are so many people 
out there supporting the development of the next wave of 
industry practitioners. I am very grateful to Kodak, SAFC and ACS.”

For more on Mazengarb’s internship experience, 
visit www.kodak.com/go/education ■

Legacy of an 
internship

On Campus Day is a Kodak initiative to go back to school, physically. 
The second Kodak On Campus day was recently held at the Victorian 
College of the Arts (VCA) in Melbourne. The series of sessions included 

tutorials, production demonstrations, a workflow seminar with industry 
professionals, and a Stop By Shoot Film workshop. The discussions focused on 
the dynamic range and archive ability of film, and how digital post-production 
affects the hybrid filmmaking chain. Students were able to test run the latest 
version of the KODAK Look Manager System, a pre-visualization tool for 
creating and communicating the ‘look’ of a film project, and the Wheeler 
Sunpredictor™, a handheld sun-prediction software program that instantly 
calculates the position of the sun for any day and time anywhere in the world. 
Lastly, a conversation with former VCA student Richard Gray addressed 
an array of practical lessons ascertained since graduating, in which he 
emphasized the importance of networking and keeping abreast of the ongoing 
learning curve of the filmmaking process. He also advised, “I worked very hard 
to shoot as much of my early material that I could on film. This gave me an 
edge in meetings. My show reel of film work was an important factor when 
competing with others for jobs.” ■
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